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What is it like to attend this school?

Some pupils value the opportunity that this school provides them with to have a
second chance at their education. They appreciate the care that is given by some
staff. This helps them to feel a sense of belonging.

For some pupils, the school’s behaviour management systems have been
transformational in helping them to improve their conduct. Some pupils increasingly
develop a positive attitude to learning and begin to enjoy school. Nonetheless, some
pupils are not supported as well as they should be to overcome the challenges of
managing their behaviour. Consequently, some pupils continue to spoil the learning
experiences of other pupils and do not engage in their own learning.

The school is developing an ambitious curriculum that meets the social, emotional
and mental health (SEMH) needs of pupils. Some aspects of this new curriculum
help pupils to build resilience and prepare them well for life beyond school. However,
pupils’ learning across the curriculum is uneven as, in some subjects, their needs are
not met as well as they should be.

The school is at the early stages of developing opportunities to promote pupils’
personal development. Some pupils enjoy the sporting activities that the school
arranges for them. For instance, they enjoy using the gym and spending time on
adventurous activities such as climbing.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

The school is starting to shape its curriculum to better meet the additional needs of
pupils. It has placed a strong focus on developing pupils’ literacy and numeracy
skills. However, the wider curriculum is not fully developed.

Across subjects, the school has identified the essential knowledge that it wants
pupils to learn. However, it has not ensured that teachers have the expertise to
design activities that support pupils to learn the curriculum well. Moreover, staff do
not routinely check what pupils know and can remember to identify gaps and
misconceptions in pupils” knowledge. This prevents some pupils from achieving as
well as they should.

The school’s strategies to identify the additional needs of some pupils are not
effective. This limits how well staff understand and address the barriers to learning
that these pupils face. This hinders how well these pupils can access the curriculum.

The school’s programme to support pupils with their reading is in its infancy.
Currently, some pupils who struggle to read with fluency and confidence do not
receive the support that they need to help them to catch up with their peers.
Reading for pleasure is not promoted effectively enough. As such, some pupils do
not enjoy or develop confidence in reading.
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Most pupils understand what is expected of them at this school. Over time, they
learn how to manage their emotions well. Nonetheless, some staff are not using the
school's behaviour management strategies consistently well. Some pupils struggle to
regulate their emotions. These pupils do not engage with their learning sufficiently
well.

Some pupils attend school on time every day. However, the school does not fully
understand how to overcome the barriers that other pupils face in attending school.
Consequently, the school’s actions have not ensured that these pupils improve their
attendance.

The school provides pupils with a strong personal, social, health and economic
education curriculum. Pupils learn about risks such as smoking and vaping and how
to keep physically healthy. Some pupils benefit from a strong careers programme
which is tailored to their needs. This raises their aspirations about their future,
motivating them to succeed in their next stage of education, employment and/or
training.

The school’s programme to promote pupils’ wider development is underdeveloped. It
has introduced projects that enable pupils to contribute to their local community.
However, pupils have limited opportunities to participate in extra-curricular activities.

The new members of the proprietor body understand their roles and responsibilities.
The proprietor now provides effective support and challenge to the school.
Nonetheless, the proprietor has not addressed some of the weaknesses in the
quality of education quickly enough. As a result, it has not ensured that all the
independent school standards (‘the standards’) are met.

The proprietor ensures that the school meets the requirements of schedule 10 of the
Equality Act 2010. It meets other statutory requirements, such as the information
that it makes available to parents and carers on the school’s website.

Staff appreciate the school’s consideration for their workload and well-being during a
period of change.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and proprietor)

B At times, some staff do not choose suitable activities to help pupils to learn the
intended curriculum. This hinders how well some pupils engage in their learning
and develop their subject knowledge. The school should ensure that staff are
equipped with the knowledge and skills that they need to design effective
learning activities which help pupils to learn well.
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B The school’s assessment strategies are underdeveloped. Teachers do not fully
understand what pupils have learned and remembered. At times, this means that
some pupils have gaps in their knowledge. The school should ensure that
assessment strategies focus sharply on gaps in pupils’ knowledge so that teachers
can address these effectively.

B The school does not identify the additional needs of some pupils sufficiently well.
At times, this means that these pupils do not access the curriculum as well as
they should. The school should ensure that staff understand pupils’ specific needs
so that they can better support pupils to access the curriculum.

B The school has not ensured that some pupils who are struggling to learn to read
are supported effectively. This means that these pupils do not read with
confidence and fluency. The school should ensure that gaps in pupils’ reading
knowledge are identified and addressed effectively so that pupils learn to read as
well as they should.

B The behaviour management strategies that are used by some staff are not
effective. This means that some pupils do not engage with their learning well.
The school should ensure that staff have the support that they need to help some
pupils to regulate their emotions and behaviour to minimise disruption to their
learning and that of other pupils.

B At times, the school does not help some pupils to overcome their barriers to
attending school. This leaves some pupils with longstanding absences that impact
how well they learn. The school should further develop the strategies that it uses
to help improve the attendance of some pupils.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.
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Information about this school

B The school is located at Chesham House, Thrush Drive, Bury, Greater Manchester,
BL9 6]D. It operates from one site and the majority of teaching takes place on
this site. Physical education is largely taught at a nearby sports centre.

W This is a small, independent special school which caters for up to 20 pupils who
have SEMH needs. The majority of pupils who attend have an education, health
and care plan.

B There have been some changes to the leadership of the school. The current
headteacher was appointed in May 2024. The deputy headteacher was appointed
in July 2024.

B The school is registered for the age range 10 to 18 years. At the time of the
inspection, the school had pupils in Year 9 to Year 11. There were no sixth-form
students.

B The school is part of the Cambian Group. The Cambian Group provides both
education and care services for young people. The Cambian Group become part
of CareTech. Currently the school is registered under Cambian Childcare Limited.

B The school does not make use of any alternative provision.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors carried out this inspection under section 109(1) and (2) of the Education
and Skills Act 2008. The purpose of the inspection is to advise the Secretary of State
for Education about the school's suitability for continued registration as an
independent school.

The school has failed to meet the independent school standards. These are the
requirements of the schedule to the Education (Independent School Standards)
Regulations 2014.

B Inspections are a point-in-time judgement about the quality of a school's
education provision.

B The inspectors discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the school
and have taken this into account in their evaluation of the school. (if had
inspection after pandemic)

B The lead inspector met with members of the proprietor body.

B Inspectors held meetings with the headteacher and the deputy headteacher. They
also held meetings with staff, including those responsible for attendance and
pupils’ behaviour, SEND and personal development.

B Inspectors reviewed a range of documentation, including those relating to the
standards and the curriculum.

B Inspectors observed pupils’ behaviour at social times, in lessons and around the
school.
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B Inspectors carried out deep dives in mathematics, art and design and English.
They met leaders and teachers and visited a sample of lessons. Inspectors spoke
with pupils about their learning in these subjects. They also considered the
curriculum across some other subject areas and looked at examples of pupils’
work.

B Inspectors also met with leaders to review other areas of the curriculum.

B The lead inspector made a tour of the school premises to check the suitability of
the premises and accommodation against the relevant standards.

B To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, inspectors: reviewed the single
central record; took account of the views of leaders, staff and pupils; and
considered the extent to which the school has created an open and positive
culture around safeguarding that puts pupils’ interests first.

B There were no responses from the Ofsted survey for pupils, parents and carers.
However, inspectors spoke with a range of pupils during the inspection.

B The inspectors spoke with staff to discuss leaders’ support for their workload and
well-being. Inspectors took account of the responses to Ofsted’s staff survey.

Inspection team

Amina Modan, lead inspector His Majesty's Inspector

Lindy Griffiths Ofsted Inspector
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Annex. Compliance with regulatory requirements
The school failed to meet the following independent school standards
Part 1. Quality of education provided

B 3 The standard in this paragraph is met if the proprietor ensures that the teaching
at the school-

— 3(a) enables pupils to acquire new knowledge and make good progress
according to their ability so that they increase their understanding and develop
their skills in the subjects taught;

— 3(b) fosters in pupils self-motivation, the application of intellectual, physical and
creative effort, interest in their work and the ability to think and learn for
themselves;

— 3(c) involves well planned lessons and effective teaching methods, activities and
management of class time;

— 3(d) shows a good understanding of the aptitudes, needs and prior attainments
of the pupils, and ensures that these are taken into account in the planning of
lessons;

— 3(e) demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of the subject matter
being taught;

— 3(g) demonstrates that a framework is in place to assess pupils’ work regularly
and thoroughly and use information from that assessment to plan teaching so
that pupils can progress;

— 3(h) utilises effective strategies for managing behaviour and encouraging pupils
to act responsibly.

Part 3. Welfare, Health and Safety

B 9 The standard in this paragraph is met if the proprietor promotes good
behaviour amongst pupils by ensuring that-
— 9(b) the policy is implemented effectively.

Part 8. Quality of leadership in and management of schools

Bm 34(1) The standard about the quality of leadership and management is met if the
proprietor ensures that persons with leadership and management responsibilities
at the school-

— 34(1)(a) demonstrate good skills and knowledge appropriate to their role so that
the independent school standards are met consistently;

— 34(1)(b) fulfil their responsibilities effectively so that the independent school
standards are met consistently.
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects
to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for
learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the
Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in
prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services
for children looked after, safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under
the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team,
The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and
updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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